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Text: 
Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, 
that all the world should be taxed. 2: (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria.) 3: And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 4: And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5: To be taxed with Mary 
his espoused wife, being great with child. 6: And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7: And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for 
them in the inn. 

Introduction 
We have read the account of the day that our blessed Lord was born which is truly amazing. J. C. 
Ryle thoughtfully said, “Every birth of a living child is a marvelous event. It brings into being a 
soul that will never die.” But this birth account is not just any child’s birth. This is the birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer. The birth of the Lord Jesus Christ which 
brought hope to those who waited long for the Messiah. I love the story of the birth of Christ, not 
only because it is a true story but also because it is about the wisdom, the faithfulness, the 
grace and the sovereignty of our God. 

Today and in the next two Sundays, I want to take us back to the first Christmas. It was nothing 
like the Christmas we know today. There were no Christmas trees and no Christmas lights. There 
were no Christmas parties and no festive gatherings. There were no Christmas shopping and no 
exchange gifts. It was just  a simple and obscure night. There were just Mary, Joseph, the 
shepherds, the cattle and the manger. But on that significant night there was also the baby Jesus 
who was wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. It was the night the One who made 
all things and without Him was not anything made, entered into our world as a babe. It was the 
night the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. It was the night the Saviour of the world 
came into a world that was distracted with many things. Bethlehem was hustling and bustling 
with activities that the people failed to realize that it was the night the long-awaited Messiah was 
born. Doesn’t that sound familiar. If we are not careful, we too can become so distracted that we 
miss the beauty, the glory, and the significance of Christmas. 

So, in the busyness of what we do in this time of the year, I believe it is to our benefit to look 
back at the first Christmas. As we look back at the very first Christmas, I want us to consider 
three things, namely the Decree of Caesar Augustus, the Departure of Joseph and Mary, and 



the Delivery of the Saviour. As we consider these three things, may we be reminded of the 
wisdom, the faithfulness, the grace, and the sovereignty of God, 

I – The Decree of Caesar Augustus 
Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, 
that all the world should be taxed. 
Luke introduces us to this Roman emperor called Caesar Augustus. He was the nephew of Julius 
Caesar. Note that “Augustus” was not part of his real name, his real name was Gaius Octavius. In 
his arrogance he wanted people to call him “Augustus” which means “exalted one, celebrated 
one, holy one, or sacred one.” 

Caesar Augustus was a powerful man which is indicated in Luke 2:1 “And it came to pass in 
those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed.” Here, Caesar Augustus is set forth as a supreme ruler, sovereign over the known world at 
that time. Actually, Caesar Augustus was the greatest of the Roman emperors, greater even than 
his granduncle, Julius Caesar. He just has to speak, and it happens. In those days unlike in these 
days, when a decree is issued you have no choice but to obey. In those days if they don’t like 
the decree of the emperor, they don’t gather crowd together, and have riots and destroy things. 
People who do that in those days do not live long. 

A good example of this is Judas of Galilee recorded in Acts 5:37, where we are told, “After this 
man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he 
also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed.” Judas of Galilee did not 
like the decree of taxation imposed by Rome and so he revolted and got many people to follow 
him, and started a resistance group but he was killed, and all his followers were scattered. In 
those days a decree whether you like it or not, you submit to it. 

So, in the Christmas story a decree was made by a powerful earthly leader. The ultimate purpose 
of this decree was that all the people under his empire be registered so that taxes could then be 
imposed. Though Caesar Augustus was a great and powerful emperor, he doesn’t realize 
that there is One greater than him and the One who governs the affairs of men. While Caesar 
Augustus was issuing a decree and while he was at work, God also was at work. God is still 
ruling in Heaven’s throne. Caesar Augustus thought he was in control of things; he was not 
aware that God was actually in control and He was using him to fulfill Scripture. He knew 
nothing of the fact that this decree was the instrument of God to bring to pass the events we read 
in Luke chapter 2. God through this seemingly impersonal and inconvenient decree is arranging 
all these things to ensure that His Son would be born in the right place at the right time. This 
brings us to the next heading. 

II – The Departure of Joseph and Mary 
Luke 2:3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 4: And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 



Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5: To be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife, being great with child. 
A decree was issued by the most powerful emperor and there is no other option but to obey 
which means everyone had to travel and go back to their own city to register. This also means 
that Joseph and Mary regardless of how inconvenient the decree was, they had to depart from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem, the city of David because Joseph and Mary were of the house and 
lineage of David. They both belonged to the house and family line of David. This is very 
important because the Lord God promised through the prophet Micah, that the Messiah would 
be born in Bethlehem. 

Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting. 
The prophet Micah said Messiah would come from Bethlehem, but Joseph and Mary were living 
in Nazareth in those days. How is this prophecy going to be fulfilled? How is that to come about 
when Joseph and Mary had no reason to be in Bethlehem? The answer is Caesar Augustus! God 
used a pagan emperor to accomplish His will and eternal plan. Proverbs 21:1 The king's 
heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he 
will. Caesar Augustus had his own reasons for issuing his decree. But unknown to him, God had 
His own decree, even bigger and greater than any man-issued decree. God used Caesar Augustus 
to fulfill Micah 5:2! 

Luke 2:6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered. 
And so, when Joseph and Mary where at the city where they had to be, it’s time for Mary to 
give birth. 

Chris Benfield wrote, “It may appear that Mary and Joseph were simply victims of a difficult 
circumstance. We find that Mary was great with child. We cannot begin to imagine the difficulty 
they faced. Keep in mind that there were no means of modern transportation in that day. The 
distance from Nazareth to Bethlehem was over 70 miles and the journey included difficult 
mountainous terrain. 

One might consider this passage and think what an unfortunate set of circumstances, but this 
was not misfortune. This was all within the plan of God. Caesar had made the decree that all 
must go to the city of their lineage to be taxed, but a sovereign God used a mortal man to 
accomplish His will. The prophecy of old revealed that Jesus must be born in Bethlehem of 
Judaea. Micah 5:2 – “But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” Jesus came to this earth and 
fulfilled every prophecy regarding His birth. 



There is comfort in that thought for us as well. Our lives are not set in motion and allowed to 
simply run their course. We serve a God who is in control of every aspect of our lives. We may 
fail to see His sovereign hand, but it is always there nonetheless.” 

III – The Delivery of the Saviour 
Luke 2:6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered. 7: And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
The Son of God, the King of Kings was born not in a palace or in a hospital but in a stable, 
because there was no room for them in the inn. If you and I have been given the task to arrange 
for the coming of the Saviour of the world as a little baby it would have been very different from 
what we read here in Luke 2:7. If we have been given the responsibility to arrange for the birth 
of the Saviour we would make sure that He is born in the best hospital with the best of medical 
care and equipment. But that is not what we know in the Christmas story, instead our Lord was 
laid in a manger in a stable. He was laid in a feeding trough and in a filthy and smelly barn 
where sheep and cattle are kept. 

Why did God choose a stable for the birth of His Son? Is God really in this story? Is He really 
in charge? Just imagine you were in Mary and Joseph’s place. Why would God allow Caesar 
August to issue an “impersonal, untimely, and inconvenient” decree that would require them to 
travel 90-mile trip in the last week of Mary’s pregnancy? If God is in charge, why would he 
arranged for Jesus to be born in a dirty and stinky stable? We know that Joseph and Mary 
were godly and committed followers of God, but regardless of their devotion, they are still 
humans and would have struggled with everything that is taking place. At that moment it made 
no sense to them the baby would be born in a stable. 

So again, we ask the question—why did God choose a stable for the birth of His Son?  God 
being wise and sovereign knew what He was doing when He chose the time, the manner and 
the place of the birth of His Son into the world. God arranged every detail of Christ’s birth. His 
plan from the beginning was for Jesus Christ to come to be born in a humble setting. Why? 
Because His humble birth would point to His saving mission. 

At the beginning of His public ministry our Lord came to John the Baptist at the river Jordan to 
be baptized, not to wash away His sins because He was sinless but to signal the beginning of His 
public ministry. As John sees Jesus Christ coming to him, he cried, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” This is Christ’s mission—to be God’s sacrificial Lamb, 
who would take away the sin of the world. This is God’s plan to wash away our sin, it’s through 
Jesus Christ who came as a baby taking the human form and offered Himself as a sacrifice for 
our sins. What a wonderful plan! What a wonderful story! Jesus Christ the Lamb of God came in 
a humble setting, born in a stable and laid in a manger. 

No proper place, no regal palace  
To receive a royal birth. 



God’s gift of love, wrapped in a blanket,  
Would be His way to reach the earth. 

No stately house, no noble mansion  
Where He would reign in majesty. 
The path He chose led to an altar  

Where He would give His life for me. 

He is the Great I AM, the sacrificial Lamb, 
Who takes away the sin of the world 

A bed of straw became a cradle,  
Embracing God in human form. 

One would expect more than a stable,  
But where else would a Lamb be born? 
But where else would a Lamb be born? 

Closing Thoughts 
As we close, my question to you is, do you know the Lamb of God? This Lamb of God who was 
born not in a palace, not in a hospital, but in a stable. But where else would a lamb be born but in 
a stable? Do you know this Lamb of God who humbled Himself and became the sacrifice for 
your sins? Do you know Him as your sacrificial Lamb and your substitute? Do you know Him as 
your Saviour? Have you received Him? Have you come to Him and acknowledged Him as the 
Lamb of God who is able to take away not just the sin of the world but your own personal sins?  
If you have not come to the Lamb you are still in your sins. If the blood that He shed on the cross 
of Calvary has not washed your sins, my friend you are still in your sins and you are still headed 
to hell no matter how religious you are, no matter how good and kind you may have been. I pray 
that you would come to Him today and be saved. I pray that you would come to the Lamb of 
God today and have your sins; all your sins, past, present, and future washed away and be buried 
in the deepest sea forever to be remembered no more! Amen! 

Brothers and sisters in Christ let me now speak to you. Maybe you are facing severe trial in your 
life today, trials that don’t make sense right now. Let me remind you that God knows what He is 
doing. You may not see His hand but trust His heart as Joseph and Mary did. You may not 
understand what you are going through today but believe that He will accomplish His work in us 
and through us for His glory and for our good, if we will trust Him and submit to Him. As we 
look back at the first Christmas in these days, may it remind us of the wisdom, the faithfulness, 
the grace, and the sovereignty of God. 

AMEN!


